Carotid Artery Stenting: Operator and Institutional Learning Curves.
Despite rapid growth in the frequency that carotid artery stenting (CAS) is performed, there remain concerns regarding the steep learning curve associated with this procedure. This article reviews the evidence base supporting operator and institutional CAS learning curves and discusses their implications for the establishment and maintenance of competencies. Attempts are made to delineate minimum volume thresholds to attain these goals and means to enhance procedural safety without compromising patient access.